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BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION

When you defend the weak,
you believe in the resurrection.

Easter this year falls on April 1st. The worship celebration is for the risen Christ, the resurrection of Jesus from
the tomb after crucifixion on the cross. Happily we
shout, “Alleluia!” We fill the chancel of the sanctuary
will colorful spring flowers, signs of rebirth from the
earth. We believe in the resurrection; yet, we daily need
reminders of it. Carol Carretto pointed out some of the
reminders in Blessed Are You Who Believed:

When you have the courage to marry,
When you welcome the newly born child,
When you build your home,
you believe in the resurrection.
When you wake at peace in the morning,
When you sing to the rising sun,
When you go to work with joy,
you believe in the resurrection.

“When the world seems a defeat for God and you are
sick with the disorder, the violence, the terror, the war
on the streets; when the earth seems to be chaos, say to
yourself: ‘Jesus died and rose again on purpose to
save, and his salvation is already with us.’

The words of a song say, “I am cruicified with Christ;
therefore, I no longer live. Jesus Christ now lives in
me.” The seeming contradiction here is overcome when
the word “I” is understood to be “the Self.” Reinhold
Niebuhr writes, “If we are drawn out of ourselves into
love of neighbor and love of Christ, we truly live. Life is
a perpetual Lent and Easter.”

Every departing missionary
is an act of faith in the resurrection.
Every peace treaty
is an act of faith in the resurrection.

COMMUNION SCHEDULE
April 1
May 6
May 20

Every agreed commitment
is an act of faith in the resurrection.
When you forgive your enemy,
When you feed the hungry,
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10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Easter
Pentecost

SESSION REPORT

from the entire Presbytery. The decision on whether or
not we will participate in this effort will be discussed at
April’s Session meeting.

Regular Session Meeting, March 19, 2018
Session met on March 19th. From Rev. Elvery’s report,
he intends to take a week of Continuing Education time
May 7-11, 2018, to attend Transitional Ministry Training. He will not preach on May 13 and will work with
Worship Ministry to obtain pulpit supply.

Monday Night Dinner Ministry:
As Laurel has now officially begun her pastorate at
Range Line Presbyterian Church in Hebron, Indiana, she
is no longer able to chair the dinners. Elder Laurie
Ulrich announced that Char Hansen is looking forward
to—maybe in 10-12 weeks—being able to coordinate
the Monday Night Dinners. Laurel will put everything
on paper for her and will stop by Char’s home in a couple of weeks to go over everything.

With mixed emotions, Session received and accepted an
e-mail resignation from Laurel Hamilton as Ruling Elder
effective March 12, 2018. As she begins her new pastoral position at Range Line Presbyterian Church in
Hebron, Indiana, on March 19, she will no longer serve
as a Ruling Elder here. We will miss her terribly, but
pray for all good things as she begins this new phase in
her faith journey. Congratulations, Laurel.
Watch for information about attending her Ordination
and Installation Service on April 22 at 4 p.m.

Personnel & Administration Ministry:
Elder Kathleen O’Hanlon announced that Ginny Coppess’ group of line dancers is “grandfathered-in” at their
old rates for parties since they make contributions above
and beyond what we ask for as monthly room usage.
Session approved Bright Start’s use of the sanctuary
for one of their recognition ceremonies, verifying that
Johnnie Dorsey got paid for working the event.

Ministry highlights:
Congregational Life Ministry:
Elders Jan Bunker and Shirley Armistead highlighted
the Easter Breakfast on April 1st from 9-10 a.m. in Westminster Hall. Assistance is needed from all members…
setting up, bringing food, serving, cleaning up. Although
many of us have places to go following the service or we
have company arriving at our homes, we should attempt
to pull together, if at all possible, to make this breakfast
happen. Any help (big or small) will be greatly appreciated! The good news is we can serve any leftovers
from the breakfast at Session Heavenly Perks! Set up
for the Easter Breakfast will be at 1 p.m. on Saturday,
March 31. Please don’t forget to look at the Easter
Breakfast sign-up sheet located on the Welcome Center in the Narthex.

Stewardship & Finance Ministry:
Session accepted a revision of the monthly report form.
The co-chairs, Elders Donna Moore and Ed Wahl, submitted a recommended 2018 budget. The February
Treasurer’s Report was presented and approved.
Worship Ministry:
Elders Kathie Darman and Betty Owens reported efforts
to get Communion servers, weekly liturgists, and proof
readers for Sunday bulletins. Laura Dillman ordered
palms and Easter flowers and arranged for the bulletin
insert. A Worship Design Team was organized to plan
Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday services.
Session discussed the denominational 2018 Shared Mission Giving pledge. As we are currently donating our
“mission” moneys more frequently to local projects,
such as Monday Night Dinners, we voted to return our
Shared Mission Pledge form with a $0 pledge for 2018.

Faith Formation Ministry:
Rev. Elvery is working with Karen Maurer to include a
“Moment with Children” during worship during Eastertide.
Mission/Outreach Ministry:
Session received the information from Church World
Service regarding opportunities to provide Hygiene Kits
and/or School Kits during 2018. At this point, we have
not heard anything about Chicago Presbytery planning
to have a “Harvest” event and would need to send our
kits by ourselves if they do not plan one. CWS requests
a $2 processing fee per kit, and we have typically assembled 40+ kits. Approximate mailing and processing
costs: $150. Rev. Elbery will check to see if the Presbytery is planning to have a Harvest Event to send kits

Session received a request to fly the Rainbow Flag as a
demonstration of our openness and inclusion. We are
anxious to be perceived as an open and inclusive congregation, but decided to include a demonstration of our
intentional inclusiveness on our website rather than to
fly the Rainbow Flag.
Session discussed the appropriateness of requiring
socially acceptable behavior boundaries for all members
We affirmed all members’ right and responsibility to
speak to any member about appropriateness when
required.
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with that has come a resurgence of considering “spiritual
practices.”

Because Sesssion has not received any indication from
congregation members that a commemoration of our
160th Anniversary is something we want to do, an announcement will be made to encourage anyone who
desires to commemorate this event to speak to Rev.
Elvery.

Why “spiritual practices” and why
now? Many who love and observe
the church at large see that we
have become too much of a business or social gathering and too
little of a faith community. If we
want to stay true to our calling and
tap into the deep soil of faith,
watered by the life-giving streams
of the Spirit, then we need to find
ways to do that. Too many of our practices (noun) have
little or no spiritual grounding. John’s Gospel appears
in the readings for Eastertide. One of John’s images is
of the vine and the branches and that if the branches are
cut off from the vine, they wither and die. At the risk of
over-simplifying things, our constant worry about
churches dying may lead us right to John’s understanding. If this analysis rings true, then seeking ways to reconnect to the vine is imperative. We can’t go back to
what we’ve always done because that’s how we got cut
off in the first place! We must find new, or renewed,
ways of reconnecting to the vine, our source of life, God
in Jesus Christ.

The Stewardship & Finance Ministry Team opened a
discussion of the recommended 2018 budget. The team
was unable to have the budget ready for our Annual Con
gregational Meeting because the figures needed for the
Transition Expenses (i.e., the change from Rev. Dederer
to a new pastoral leader) were unavailable. Now that
those approximate figures can be included, the budget
was presented and approved. Copies of the 2018 Budget can be found on the Welcome Center.
Session is calling a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, April 8, 2018, immediately after worship for the
purpose of hearing the report of the Nominating Committee regarding the Ruling Elder vacancy left by
Laurel’s move to Range Line. If their nomination is
elected, we will have installation of our new Ruling
Elder on April 15.
Session members took some time before the actual meeting to discuss the Ministry Information Form that is required of us as we begin the L-O-N-G process of moving
through the transition to a new pastor. Don’t think we
are not working on this—Rev. Elvery is guiding us
along at the appropriate pace. We are still planning to
meet with Chicago Heights Presbyterian Church to see
what they are thinking in regard to “shared resources,”
which is a phrase they used when approaching us for a
conversation. We’ll let you know when there is anything to share with you. At this point, just be assured
we are taking the necessary steps, slow though they may
be! We earnestly seek your prayers that we will be open
to God’s leading as we move forward.

Spiritual practices, actions that become life-giving
habits, are our way forward. Whether we deepen our
prayer life or take it on anew, reclaim or strengthen our
engagement with God’s word, or quiet and focus ourselves through discernment, we renew our deep and
abiding connections with the Almighty, our Creator.
Since we earnestly want to find God’s future for us, we
also will deepen our relationship with the God who
breaks out of boxes and shines brightly on the horizon.

Dudley Elvery

EASTER SUNDAY
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
On Sunday, April 1st, celebrate this joyous news with
family and friends at the
Easter Breakfast prior to
the worship service. The
breakfast will be served
from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. in
Westminster Hall. At 10:30
a.m., come to the sanctuary
for worship. At this Communion Easter Sunday service,
we celebrate Jesus’ triumph over death and give thanks
and praise to God among the spring flowers.

Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Ulrich, Clerk of Session

FROM THE PASTOR
Practice, both a verb and a noun, has been in use for a
long time. The choir practices (verb) long hours at
choir practice (noun). Internship and residency allow
doctors to practice (verb) before they set up their own
practice (noun). In the last two decades in the business
and the church, conversation about “best practices” surfaces more and more as a way of talking about not only
what but how things should be done correctly. Along
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W-4.4001b – Service of Ordination, Installation, and
Commissioning
The service of ordination and installation for … teaching
elders … shall focus upon Christ and the joy and responsibility
in serving him through the mission and ministry of the
church, and shall include a sermon appropriate to the
occasion. The teaching elder presiding shall state briefly the
nature of the ministry.

LAUREL HAMILTON’S ORDINATION
“I would like to invite each and every member of First
Presbyterian Church of Homewood to my ordination
on Sunday, April 22, 2018, at 4:00 p.m. It will be held
at Range Line Presbyterian Church in Hebron, IN.
This congregation has nurtured me, challenged me,
and loved me to help get me to this point, and it would
be so meaningful to have as many of you as possible to
join in the service and celebration.” – Laurel Hamilton

W-4.4002 – Setting of the Service
The service of ordination and installation … may take place
during the Service for the Lord’s Day as a response to the
proclamation of the Word.
(W-3.3503)
Ordination and
installation … may also take place in a special service that
focuses upon Jesus Christ and the mission and ministry of the
church and which includes the proclamation of the Word. The
service of ordination or installation of a teaching elder shall
be conducted at a convenient time to enable the substantial
participation of the presbytery.

Over the years, the ordination of Ruling Elders and Deacons has been a routine part of our worship services as
new persons are elected each year to serve as our church
officers. Over 50% of our current active members have
been so ordained. What is not routine is the ordination
of one of our members to the office of Teaching Elder.
Now, for only the second time in at least 40 years, our
dear friend Active Member/Ruling Elder/Trustee Laurel
Hamilton is in the final stage of preparation for her
coming ordination as a Teaching Elder. Many of us still
remember when Rebecca Montgomery followed this
calling in 2008.

W-4.4003 – Constitutional Questions for Ordination,
Installation, and Commissioning
The moderator of the council of those to be ordained,
installed, or commissioned shall ask them to stand before the
body of membership and to answer the following questions:
[The first eight questions are common to all who are to be
ordained as ruling elders, deacons, and teaching elders.
There is one set of questions, however, that is unique for a
teaching elder.]
Will you be a faithful teaching elder, proclaiming the good
news in Word and Sacrament, teaching faith and caring for
people? Will you be active in government and discipline,
serving in the councils of the church; and in your ministry will
you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

To accept Laurel’s invitation above, Session will encourage a car caravan leaving from our church parking lot
on Sunday, April 22nd, at 2:00 p.m. Members who can
drive and who have extra seats are encouraged to carpool other members who do not or can not wish to drive
an hour each way. A sheet will be available on the
Welcome Center to sign up as drivers or passengers.

From this you can see that the service of ordination and
installation for Laurel Hamilton at Range Line Presbyterian Church is a presbytery event rather than a local
congregation event. The moment she becomes The
Rev. Laurel Hamilton she ceases to be a member of
our congregation and becomes a member of Wabash
Valley Presbytery.
Ed Wahl

The Book of Order is very specific
regarding the manner and conduct
of the service of ordination /
installation. So we can understand
what will happen at the service, we
can learn what is specified, as
follows:

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
The Women’s Association does not meet for a luncheon
in the month of April. Thursday, May 17, will be the
next luncheon in Westminster Hall. The cost will be $5
and reservations are requested.

G-2.0805 – Installation Service
When the congregation, the presbytery, and the teaching
elder (or candidate) have all concurred in a call to a
permanent or designated pastoral position, the presbytery
shall complete the call process by organizing and conducting
a service of installation.
Installation is an act of the
presbytery establishing the pastoral relationship. A service of
installation occurs in the context of worship. The order for
that service of worship in the Directory for Worship (W4.4000) shall be followed.

CIRCLE MEETINGS
LYDIA –

Thursday, April 12, 1 p.m. at the home of
Marilyn Austin, 1657 Ridge, Homewood.
REBECCA – Wednesday, April 11, 7:30 p.m. at the home
of Janet Wahl, 599 Hamilton Wood, Homewood. The co-hostess is Susan Zorns. The
study is Lesson 2 from Cloud of Witnesses.
[Rebecca Circle has two additional books of Cloud of
Witnesses, the Horizon Bible Study, for sale at $10.
Contact Janet Wahl.]

W-4.4001a – Ordination and Installation
In ordination the church sets apart with prayer and the laying
on of hands those who have been called through election by
the church to serve as deacons, ruling elders, and teaching
elders. (W-2.1005) In installation the church sets apart with
prayer those previously ordained …
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TRUSTEE REPORT

Thank you to all who have already paid the 2018 Per
Capita amount and to those who have pledged to do so.
The amount per active member is $33.61. Through
February we have received $2,720.82, which is 52.6%
of the total $5,175.94 owed. Please use the special Per
Capita envelope in your offering envelope box if you are
sending in your payment, and please write “per capita”
on the memo line of your check.

The Trustees have received bids from
three companies for replacement of
the roofs on our entire facility. The
roofing systems had been damaged by
wind and hail in 2017, and our insurance is covering all of the cost except
for our deductible. A contractor has
been selected, and the work is expected to begin in April. The color chosen for the replacement shingles is a pewter gray, which is not much different from the current color. Other repairs are on-going.
A problem involving the lock on the elevator vestibule
door has been addressed. The sump pump alarm on the
unit adjacent to the south stairway to Westminster Hall
keeps activating, which has been determined to mean
that a battery needs replacing. The Trustees are still
working toward ensuring that the toilet in the Westminster Hall women’s restroom works properly. Our elevator is working well and is due for a mandatory inspection and pressure test very soon. We are also working
on acquiring a replacement computer server to enable
network connectivity among the staff.
Jay Ruklic

The summary of receipts and disbursements for the First
Presbyterian Church of Homewood for the month
ending February 28, 2018, is in the following chart:

STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM
We now have a Church Budget for 2018! The budget
process took two to three months longer than normal
because of a few factors. First, we began 2018 with the
final week of Rev. Nancy Jo Dederer’s employment,
with special expenses for her celebration and total unknowns regarding the type and cost of replacement pastoral services. Second, we had to conduct our 2018
pledge requests to determine the level of financial support we can expect from our members going forward
into the period of transition. Third, we were working
with our Church Treasurer to develop a new budget
format that is more closely in line with accounting practices and is compatible with Quickbooks. Fourth, we
needed help from the Board of Pensions in defining our
new (reduced) level of mandatory contributions while
our pastor’s position is vacant. Session voted to approve
the 2018 Church Budget at the March 19, 2018, meeting. Copies of the approved budget are available on the
Welcome Center; feel free to take one.

Through February

2018 Budget

General Fund Income
Identified Giving
$27,715
Loose Offering
304
Initial Offering
490
Required Min. Dist./Stock Sale
0
Community Dinners Donations
2,100
Other Income
1,534
Dividends & Capital Gains
8,644
Sale of Investment Shares
0
Endowment Fund Distributions
0
Transfer from Designated Fund
0
Total General Fund Income
40,787

$130,000
1,500
500
5,000
4,000
8,000
10,000
34,000
8,000
0
201,000

General Fund Expenses
Missional Ventures
Faith Formation
Facilities
Staff
Transition
Administrative Support
Purchase of Investment Shares
Transfer to Designated Fund
Total General Fund Expenses

$440
82
7,989
16,636
8,510
824
0
0
34,481

Designated Fund Income
Designated Fund Expenses

$3,442
8,165

Total Active Members—February 28, 2018

Average Sunday Attendance—November 2017
Average Sunday Attendance—December 2017
Average Sunday Attendance—January 2018
Average Sunday Attendance—February 2018

$6,500
1,800
52,800
89,500
43,000
7,400
0
0
201,000

126

52
58
54
43

Summary through February 2018 (2/12 of Budget):
Income Over/(Under) 2018 Budget
$7,287
Expenses Over/(Under) 2018 Budget
981
2018 Total Net Income (Loss) to Date
6,306

To date, we have received 40 responses out of the 103
mailed for our 2018 pledges. The combined total pledge
amount is $113,346. In retrospect, these numbers correspond to 51 responses and $125,460 in 2017, both of
which are higher. There is still time to send or bring in
your response envelope if you are among those who
have not yet done so. Thank you to all.

We need an average income of $4,000 each week to
fund our mission and operate our church. This is inclusive of pledges and identified giving as well as other
income sources. So, how are we doing?
 Weekly average for January (4)
$5,841
 Weekly average for February (4)
$4,554
 Weekly average for 2018 (8)
$5,098
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MISSION/OUTREACH MINISTRY

Week of April 1
Phil & Amy Dillman
Evelyn Dixon
Marilyn Dolci
Johnnie & Marscilla Dorsey
Rod Dunlap

The annual Crop Walk is April 29. Karen Maurer and
Laurie Ulrich will attend the organizing meeting for this
year’s walk, so by the time you read this, they will have
timely information for all who want to walk on April 29.
Watch April Sunday bulletins and stay tuned.

Week of April 15
Ray & Gerri Gilmore
Ramses Godoy
Christopher Goeltzer
Emily Hamilton
Kim & Tim Hamilton

The annual Diversity Dinner is April 21. Some may remember when these get-to-know-your-community dinners were hosted in homes and churches, and they were
memorable. This year’s Diversity Dinner will be held at
Rich South High School on April 21 at 5:30 p.m. The
ticket price of $15 will cover the costs of dinner and
program, which is “The State of Diversity in the South
Suburbs: Have We Progressed?” with a speaker and
table discussion led by trained facilitators. Please make
reservations with Karen Maurer or on the Welcome
Center by April 8. Karen is at 708-248-6777 (new) or at
skmaurer@comcast.net.

Week of April 29
Kathie & Jerry Hazlett
Tom & Tricia Hentschel
Emmanuel & Lee Hilario

Week of April 8
Marge Errant
Mae Evert
Barbara Foerch
Jim Foster
Paul Gerrish

Week of April 22
Natalie H & James Calderone
Dan & Kiley Hamilton
Dan & Laurel Hamilton
Nick & Bree Hamilton
Charlene Hansen
Bob & Jonna James
Dorinda Jensen

HOSPITALIZED

Jones Memorial Center will be hosting their 30 annual
Brotherhood Banquet on Thursday, April 26, social
hour at 6 p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m. The theme is It’s
Raining Gems because pearls grow from a small speck
into a treasure and over the thirty years so has the Jones
Center. The cost is $35 per person. Contact Karen
Maurer about reservations.
Karen Maurer

In the hospital during the past month were Mikey
Slatery (nephew of Sandy Van Horn), Earl Anker, and
Barb Foerch.

CHRISTIAN FAITH FORMATION

BIRTHS

Q. How many engineers does it take to put up a tent?
A. Just two – if they are Earl Anker and Ed Wahl
Young Children’s Sunday School has been
using a tent as the setting for storytelling,
as probably happened in Old Testament
times when God’s people lived in tents.
When our old tent failed, we got a new
one—in pieces in a box—too much for
me—so I went to find Earl, and Ed came, too. They put
their engineering problem-solving skills to the task [we
didn’t find the instructions until later] and with some
challenges, erected the tent. And that highlights one of
the side benefits of YCSS: the needs they present to the
congregation and the way the congregation has responded, with love and care, and kindness and talent. Thanks,
Earl and Ed!
Karen Maurer

Jaxon Timothy Calderone was born March 5, 2018.
The parents are Natalie Hamilton and Jimmy Calderone.
The grandparents are Tim and Kim Hamilton.

PRAYER CARDS

GIFTS AND MEMORIALS

The following members and staff of First Presbyterian
Church will receive a card telling them that the church is
praying for them. Please pray for those listed each week.

The following have been recorded in the Memorial
Book in the Narthex: Gloria Stroh, John Bowman, and
Andrew Pulec.
The Carillon deadline for May is Friday, April 20.
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NURSING HOMES
Mae Evert, Lemont Center Rehab; Donna Dekker,
Manor Care East Palos; Betty Bednarcik, Prairie Manor.

See what love the Father has given us, that we should
be called children of God and so we are.

SYMPATHY
Church sympathy is extended to the families of Andy
Pulec (husband of Norinne) and John Bowman (son-inlaw of Marv and Marilyn Austin).
I am the Resurrection and the Life saith the Lord: he
that believeth in me though he were dead, yet shall he
live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die.

Donna Moore

6

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY

April
1 Kathleen O’Hanlon
2 RoseMary Baird
5 Edward Wahl
17 Vern Moore

April
20 Tim Hamilton
26 Karen Barge Fillippo
Becky Montgomery Morad
Debra Campbell

May God grant birthday blessings to you all this coming year.
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APRIL 2018
SUNDAY
1 9:00-10:00 Breakfast

MONDAY
2

10:30 Worship/Kids Sun Sc
Easter Service
Communion
Heavenly Perks

5:30 Community Dinner

8

9

9:30 Adult Sun School
10:30 Worship/Kids Sun Sc
Congregational Meeting
Heavenly Perks

15
9:30 Adult Sun School
10:30 Worship/Kids Sun Sc
Officer Installation
Heavenly Perks

22

TUESDAY
3

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

4

5

10:30 Tuesday Bible Study
Panera Bread

10

11

12

7

13

14

20

21

1:00 Lydia Circle

7:00 Trustees

7:30 Rebecca Circle

6:30 Handbell Choir
7:40 Chancel Choir

16

17

18

19

10:30 Tuesday Bible Study
Panera Bread

(No Women’s Lunch)
Carillon Deadline

5:30 Community Dinner
7:00 Session

6:30 Handbell Choir
7:40 Chancel Choir

24

25

26

10:30 Tuesday Bible Study
Panera Bread
6:00 Jones Brotherhood B
6:30 Handbell Choir
7:40 Chancel Choir

5:30 Community Dinner
4:00 Hamilton Ordination

29
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6:30 Handbell Choir
7:40 Chancel Choir

5:30 Community Dinner
7:00 Stewardship Team

23

SATURDAY

9:30 Women’s Board

10:30 Tuesday Bible Study
Panera Bread

9:30 Adult Sun School
10:30 Worship/Kids Sun Sc
Heavenly Perks

FRIDAY

30

9:30 Adult Sun School
10:30 Worship/Kids Sun Sc
Heavenly Perks
5:30 Community Dinner
Crop Walk
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5:30 Diversity Dinner

27

28

